
Introduced by Council Member Hazouri and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Carter, Wilson, Ferraro, Anderson, Morgan,  Newby, R. Gaffney, Boyer, Schellenberg, Love, Becton, Bowman, and Gulliford: 

RESOLUTION 2017-457
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE APPROVAL OF THE REFERENDUM APPROVING CONSOLIDATION OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AND DUVAL COUNTY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in the 1950s and early 1960s the City of Jacksonville and Duval County, like many cities and counties in the post-World War II era, experienced a growing mismatch between their governance structure and their population base as changing growth patterns caused suburban population to grow rapidly outside the city limits while the city’s population growth slowed dramatically, leaving citizens under the county’s under-funded rural government structure demanding more urban services as the city’s tax base dwindled; and


WHEREAS, during the same time period, the city and county suffered through a series of embarrassing and disheartening incidents caused by a convoluted government structure with at least four different governing bodies (City Council, City Commission, Budget Commission and County Commission) sharing and competing for power, ineffective public officials, dis-accreditation of the county’s school system, an extremely polluted St. Johns River as a result of insufficient sewage treatment capacity, and the conviction of several local elected and appointed officials on corruption charges; and


WHEREAS, in January of 1965 a group of the city’s leading business and civic leaders signed the “Yates Manifesto” calling on the Duval Legislative Delegation to petition the Florida Legislature to pass an act authorizing the voters of Duval County to hold a referendum on whether to consolidate the city and county governments and authorize creation of a Local Government Study Commission to examine the pros and cons of consolidation; and

WHEREAS, the Blueprint for Improvement report issued by the Study Commission recommended a consolidated government charter that would concentrate responsibility and clearly identify accountability for government in a strong mayor and a city council, and provide for a modern, adaptable administrative structure to manage the widely divergent needs of a huge and varied city as its need changed over time; and


WHEREAS, after a vigorous campaign by proponents and opponents of that charter (the White Hats vs. the Black Hats), on August 8, 1967 the voters approved consolidation by a margin of 64.7 percent to 35.3 percent, making Jacksonville, the newly-christened Bold New City of the South, the largest city in Florida and the 27th largest city in the nation by population and the largest city by land area in the continental United States when the consolidation became effective on October 1, 1968 - Consolidation Day; and

WHEREAS, in the 50 years since consolidation became effective, the form of government has proved very adaptable and effective in meeting the city’s challenges as Jacksonville has grown into the 12th largest city in America, attracted thousands of businesses and scores of thousands of quality jobs in local, national and international companies, attracted an NFL franchise and hosted a Super Bowl, become a hub of international trade, and otherwise taken its rightful place as an up-and-coming city on the national and international scene, known for its outstanding quality of life, business climate and recreational opportunities; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the 50th anniversary of the approval of the referendum authorizing consolidation of the City of Jacksonville and Duval County, remembers the visionary founders and enlightened voters who made the consolidation possible, and urges the citizens of Jacksonville to participate in the activities commemorating this most important landmark occurrence in Jacksonville’s modern history.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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